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The port of Bridgwater was the smallest in the

Wales whole of England and Wales in terms of the

customs revenue collected by the Crown in

the sixteenth century. It has consequently

been overlooked by historians writing about
Br national trade in the period.
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The port of
Bridgwater has a set
of local port records
which can be used
to verify the
information
contained in the
national customs
accounts. It is one of
only a few ports in
the country for
which this is
possible but
historians have
previously neglected
t he water
accounts. There are
three years in the
century for which
both sets of records
survive.




