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The places indicated were the official ports where the national customs officers

were based, and through which they recorded inbound and outbound goods.

Minehead was smaller than and subordinate to Bridgwater, and likewise

Ilfracombe was smaller than and subordinate to Barnstaple. The following slides

refer to Barnstaple and Ilfracombe as being óNorth Devonô, and Minehead and

Bridgwater as being óSomersetô
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Value of Overseas Trade  :  Bristol Channel Ports  1503-1571

The value of Bristolôs trade dwarfed that of the smaller ports. Nevertheless these

ports had their own story to tell
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Preserved Fish were

Irelandôslargest export

and the Somerset ports

were notable for the high

proportion of their

imports this represented.

This data is based on

customs returns for the

1540s.
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Irish Imports as % of all Imports
Ireland was a more important  

trading partner for Somersetôs 

port towns compared to those in 

N Devon or Bristol.


